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EQC  TO  MEET  NOVEMBER  30 

The  Environmental  Quality  Council  will  meet  November  30  at  9  a.m.  in 
the  Governor's  Reception  Room  in  the  Capitol  Building.  Agenda  will  include 
a  final  review  of  legislation  and  program  recommendations  prior  to  the 
coming  legislative  session. 
NEW  COUNCIL  MEMBER  APPOINTED 

Thomas  J.  Lynaugh,  a  Billings  lawyer,  has  been  appointed  as  a  member 
of  the  EQC  by  Governor  Thomas  L.  Judge.  Lynaugh  was  born  in  Teaneck,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  attended  public  schools,  and  has  lived  in  Montana  since 
1970.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Manhattan  College,  New  York  City,  and  of  Boston 
College  Law  School.  Lynaugh  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
the  Montana  Bar  Association,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  Bar  Association. 
DECKER  DRAFT  EIS  AVAILABLE 

The  draft  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  concerning  the  continued 
operation  of  the  Decker  Coal  Company  mine  at  Decker  is  available. 


The  coal  company  has  applied  to  the  Department  of  State  Lands  for  a 
strip  mining  permit  pursuant  to  the  1973  Montana  Strip  Mininq  and  Reclamation 
Act.  The  department  will  decide  whether  to  issue  the  permit  as  well  as 
what  mining  or  reclamation  plan  that  permit  would  require  if  approved.  All 
application  materials  submitted  by  the  company  are  on  file  for  public  review 
in  the  department's  Reclamation  Division. 

The  impact  statement  prepared  by  the  Department  of  State  Lands  is 
largely  an  analysis  written  by  a  private  consul  tine  firm  for  Decker  Coal 
Company.  Copies  are  available  on  microfilm  in  the  Eastern  Montana  College 
Library,  the  University  of  Montana  Library,  the  Montana  State  University 
Library,  and  the  Miles  City  Public  Library.  In  addition,  copies  have  been 
circulated  upon  request  to  interested  agencies,  organizations,  and  individuals. 

Any  written  comments  should  be  submitted  by  November  25,  1973  to  the 
Environmental  Coordinator,  Staff  Services  Division,  Department  of  State 
Lands,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  Montana  59601. 

The  Department  of  State  Lands  plans  to  attempt  to  make  a  decision  before 
December  11,  when  Decker's  present  contract  under  the  1967  reclamation  law 
expires. 
ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  SEMINAR  WELL  ATTENDED 

About  35  representatives  from  many  of  the  state's  departments  attended 
an  Environmental  Assessment  Seminar  in  Helena  November  13.  The  seminar  was 
sponsored  by  the  Personnel  Division  of  the  Department  of  Administration. 

The  one-day  workshop  was  designed  to  provide  state  agency  personnel  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  applicable  state  and  federal  laws,  EQC's  environ- 
mental impact  statement  guidelines,  method';  of  preparing  and  improving 
environmental  impact  statements,  and  the  underlying  policy  of  environmental 
evaluation. 
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Representatives  were  present  from  the  Departtronts  of  Agriculture, 
Administration,  Education,  Fish  and  Game,  Health  end  Environmental  Sciences, 
Highways,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  State  Lands,  Livestock,  Natural 
Resources  and  Conservation,  and  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  as  well 
as  the  Environmental  Quality  Council. 
NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE 


Originating  Agency 
Hwy  F 

St.  Lands      D 


Date  Received  Subject 

n-5-73       I  15-2(23),  Butte-Boulder  Highway. 

11-5-73      Proposed  approval  of  strip  mining  permit 
for  the  continuation  of  the  Decker  Coal 
Company  Mines,  Decker,  Mt. 

11-7-73       Holter  Lakeshores,  proposed  subdivision     DHES 
in  Lewis  &  Clark  Co.  Located  on  the  W. 
shore  of  Oxbow  Bend  on  Holter  Lake. 
22,5  acres. 

11-8-73  US  2  &  Meridian  Rd.-Kal i spell .     A  2-  Hwy 

phase  semi  actuated  traffic  controller 
and  2-400  watt  mercury  vapor  luminal  res. 

11-9-73      Knife  River  Coal  Mining  Company's  con- 
tinuation to  Savage  Mine  under  Chap.  325. 

11-12-73      East  Evergreen  Mobile  Manor  in  Flathead 
Co.  10.1  acres. 

11-12-73      Mountain  View  Mobile  Manor  Trailer  Court. 
Located  E.  of  Kalispell,  Mt.  3.8  acres. 

11-13-73      Hungry  Horse  weather  modification  program. 

11-14-73      Repair  and  riprap  of  Tolksdorf  Dam  in 
Richland  Co.  7  acres. 

FEDERAL 

"''1-5-73      Use  of  off-road  vehicles  on  Nat'l  Forest    USDA/FS 
System  lands  will  be  controlled  &  directed 
so  as  to  protect  resources,  promote  safety 
&  minimize  conflicts  among  the  various 
uses  of  these  lands. 


St.  Lands 

N 

DHES 
Klspl. 

N 

DHES 
Klspl. 

D 

DNRC 

F 

F&G 

N 
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D  -  Draft  statement 

EW  -  Emergency  Waiver 

F  -  Final  statement 

N  -  Negative  declaration 


Hwy  -  Department  of  Highways 
St.  Lands  -  Department  of  State  Lands 
DHES  -  Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental 
DNRC  -  Dept.  of  Natural  Resources  and 

Conservation 
F&G  -  Dept.  of  Fish  &  Game 
USDA/FS  -  U.S.  Dept.  of  AgriciiUure 

Forest  Service 


sciences 


NOTE:  Copies  of  impact  statements  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  originating 
agency. 
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